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ADDRE55 BY DON DUN5TAN. PREMIER OF SOUTH AUSTRALIA 
OPENING OF F I R E PREVENTION WEEK, WEDNESDAY. OCTOBER 21ST . 1970 . 
I N F I R E PREVENTION WEEK, WE HOPE TO DO ALL THAT I S P O S S I B L E TO 
INCREASE AWARENESS THROUGHOUT THE SOUTH AUSTRALIAN COMMUNITY 
OF THE IRREPARABLE DAMAGE THAT CAN BE CAUSED BY F I R E S , AND THE 
MANY COMMON SENSE WAYS OF PREVENTING THEM. TOO OFTEN THERE ARE 
DEVASTATING BUSH F I R E S WHICH MIGHT HAVE BEEN CHECKED IN THEIR 
EARLY STAGES OR AVERTED ALTOGETHER I F MEMBERS OF THE PUBL IC 
HAD BEEN AWARE OF BAS I C PRECAUTIONARY MEASURES. 
F I R E PREVENTION WEEK, ORGANISED BY THE BUSHFIRE RESEARCH COMMITTEE, 
EMERGENCY F I R E S E R V I C E S , THE AUSTRALIAN F I R E PREVENTION ASSOC IAT ION, 
SOUTH AUSTRALIAN F I R E BRIGADES BOARD AND A F F I L I A T E D ORGANISATIONS 
I S THEREFORE AIMED TO REMIND THE PUBL IC OF THE NEED TO REDUCE 
F I RE HAZARDS IN THE DOMESTIC, INDUSTR IAL AND RURAL SECTORS OF 
THE COMMUNITY. 
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THE LATE SPR ING R A I N S , WHICH HAVE BROUGHT MUCH NEEDED R E L I E F 
TO MANY FARMERS AND AGR ICULTURAL I STS , HAVE ALSO BROUGHT A SER IOUS 
F I R E HAZARD IN THE FORM OF HIGH GRASS. THERE I S S T I L L T IME , 
DURING THE NEXT MONTH HOWEVER, FOR THE CONTROLLED BURNING OF 
UNDERGROWTH AND OTHER FUEL IN MOST AREAS OF THE STATE. . 
THE ADELAIDE H I L L S , AND OTHER HIGH RA INFALL D I S T R I C T S OF THE 
STATE, INCLUDING FORESTS, MUST ALWAYS BE CONSIDERED AS HIGH 
F I R E DANGER AREAS, AND IT I S E S SENT IAL THAT FUEL HAZARDS IN 
THESE AREA5 BE REDUCED BEFORE THE VEGETATION DR I E S OUT. 
SO NOW I S THE TIME TO PRESENT ALL SOUTH AUSTRALIANS WITH THE 
MOTTO, "DON 'T LET ANY PART OF THE STATE BECOME A F I R E R I S K " , 
AND FOR F I R E PREVENTION WEEK TO STIMULATE ACT IV ITY IN REDUCING 
HAZARDS. 
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AS AN EXAMPLE OF WHAT CAN BE DONE, THE WOODS AND FORESTS 
DEPARTMENT HAS BEEN UNDERTAKING CONTROLLED BURNING IN OUR 
VALUABLE FOREST AREAS S INCE JULY, AND, AS A RESULT, A 
CONSIDERABLE PROPORTION OF OUR FOREST FLOORS HAVE ALREADY 
BEEN MADE " S A F E " . TH IS WORK WILL CONTINUE OVER THE NEXT FEW 
WEEKS. 
LANDHOLDERS ARE URGED TO TAKE ACTION NOW TO REDUCE F I R E HAZARDS 
IN AND AROUND THEIR PROPERT IES , AND I T I S STRONGLY SUGGESTED 
THAT THEY CARRY OUT HAY-MAKING, GRASS-MOWING, OR SLASH ING ON 
THOSE PARTS OF THEIR PROPERTIES WHICH' ARE ADJACENT TO FORESTS 
AND ROADSIDES - THUS HELPING THEMSELVES AND THEIR D I S T R I C T 
TO M I N I M I S E THE R I SK OF SER IOUS F I R E S OCCURRING. 
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IN C I T I E S AND TOWNS THERE I S ALSO A STRONG PERSONAL R E S P O N S I B I L I T Y 
ON ALL C I T I Z E N S TO ENSURE THAT THEIR HOMES AND INDUSTR IAL 
PREM I SES HAVE BEEN CLEARED OF F I RE HAZARDS. A L I T T L E TIME AND 
LABOR SPENT IN CLEARING UP AND CHECKING F I R E - F I G H T I N G 
EQUIPMENT, COULD WELL MEAN THE SAVING OF THEIR PROPERTY SHOULD A 
F I R E OCCUR. DON'T LET THE " S PR ING CLEAN" FEVER BE SOMETHING 
THAT RESTS SOLELY WITH THE WOMAN OF THE HOUSE. TAKE IT OUTDOORS 
AND ENSURE YOUR OWN SAFETY. 
THERE ARE BUT A FEW SHORT WEEKS LEFT BEFORE THE ONSET OF THE 
PERIOD OF SER IOUS F I R E DANGER ACTION TAKEN NOW WILL GREATLY 
LESSEN TH I S DANGER AND HELP TO ENSURE THAT SOUTH AUSTRAL IA I S 
ABLE TO 5URVIVE ANOTHER SUMMER WITHOUT THE TRAGEDY AND 
D I SASTER WROUGHT BY F I R E . 
IN TAKING THESE STEPS WE WILL BE SHOWING IN PRACTICAL TERMS OUR 
APPREC IAT ION OF THE STERL ING EFFORTS OF F I R E F IGHTERS IN PROTECTING 
OUR HOMES, OUR PREM I SES AND OUR RURAL LANDS, AND I AM VERY PLEASED 
TO DECLARE F I R E PREVENTION WEEK OPEN. Dunstan Collection, Special Collections, Flinders University Library.
